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what Is the Commissioned Corps?
The Commissioned Corps is an elite team of more than 6,000 
well-trained, highly qualified public health professionals dedi-
cated to delivering the Nation’s public health promotion and dis-
ease prevention programs and advancing public health science. 
Driven by a passion for public service, these men and women 
serve on the front lines in the Nation’s fight against disease and 
poor health conditions.

As one of America’s seven uniformed services, the Commis-
sioned Corps fills essential public health leadership and service 
roles within the Nation’s Federal Government agencies and pro-
grams. The Corps is looking for the best and brightest to defend 
the Nation’s public health and answer the call of commitment, 
patriotism, and service. 
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have You Ever wanted To:
Go beyond typical professional practice?
Be part of a multidisciplinary health care team?
Improve the health of entire communities?
Serve your country?
Enjoy the rank and privileges of being a uniformed 
commissioned officer?

If your answer to any of these questions is YES, then the U.S. 
Public Health Service Commissioned Corps wants you as one 
of its leaders in public health. 

•
•
•
•
•

(Clockwise from left) Lieutenant Commander Lisa Marunycz, a nurse, checks vital signs of a platelet donor at the National Cancer 
Institute; physician and Lieutenant Commander Nancy Knight enjoys the company of some of her young patients at an inner city clinic; 
as a pharmacist on a remote Navajo Indian Reservation, Lieutenant Commander Maya Thompson works directly with physicians and 
nurses to ensure the highest level of patient care.

Following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Lieutenant Jennifer DiPietra, an epidemiologist with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, surveys areas of the 
Gulf Coast from a Black Hawk helicopter as part of a Commissioned Corps environmental damage assesment team.

ON tHe COveR: (top) Commander Sarah Linde-
Feucht, a medical officer with the Food and Drug 
Administration, works to ensure safe introduction 
of new medicines and protocols to the public and 
coordinates emergency preparedness logistics as 
a member of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Secretary’s emergency preparedness 
team. (Bottom, left to right) Lieutenant Commander 
Connie Jung, a pharmacist, reviews the accuracy 
of an order for patient medication at the National 
Institutes of Health pharmacy. On deployment in 
Indonesia, Lieutenant Commander Thomas Pryor,  
a nurse, helps care for a young survivor of the 
2004 Asian tsunami. As a dentist in remote Pine 
Ridge, SD, Captain Jose Rodriguez cares for many 
patients who would not have dental care without the 
Commissioned Corps.



The Corps has officers in These 
professional positions:
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(top and right photos) In addition to staffing full-time duty stations around the world, Commissioned Corps officers stand ready 24/7 
to respond to public health emergencies wherever they may occur—providing  such services as emergency medical care and testing 
environmental safety. (Bottom photo) Commander Robin Scheper, a Commissioned Corps dentist, is detailed to the U.S. Coast Guard, 
where she provides dental care to hundreds of active duty personnel.   

“As a clinical research nurse in an oncology clinic at the National 
Institutes of health, I see anywhere from 15 to 45 cancer patients 

in a single day for a variety of types of cancer, including liver, 
lung, pancreas, and bladder. I have the opportunity to study 
forms of cancer that are not necessarily in the mainstream 
consciousness. That allows me to further the research and, 
in turn, provide more information and resources to new 
patients who arrive at NIh.” 

— lieUtenant cHriStoPHer Howard
        U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Nurse, National Institutes of Health
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Optometrist

Physician assistant

Scientist/Researcher

Therapist (includes 
occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, speech-
language pathology, and 
audiology)

Veterinarian

Other health-related 
disciplines 
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Your Days will Be Challenging,  
varied, and Rewarding
As a Commissioned Corps officer, you may:

Provide essential public health and health care services to 
underserved and disadvantaged populations  

Prevent and control injury and the spread of disease

Ensure that the Nation’s food supply, drinking water, drugs, 
medical devices, and environment are safe 

Conduct and support cutting-edge research for the 
prevention, treatment, and elimination of disease, health 
disparities, and injury

Work with other nations and international agencies to 
address global health challenges

Provide urgently needed public health and clinical expertise 
in response to large-scale local, regional, and national public 
health emergencies and disasters
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Captain Jose Rodriguez provides dental care to 
a large population of underserved people on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, one of the poorest 
communities in America.

To Become an officer, You Need To:
Be a U.S. citizen
Be less than 44 years of age
Pass a physical examination
Have an active professional license (if applicable)
Have an appropriate bachelor’s degree or a higher degree 
from an accredited university (varies depending on 
occupation) 
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(Clockwise from left) As a pharmacist with the Food and Drug Administration, Lieutenant Commander ted Palat uses his pharmaceutical 
training in the safe development of new drug protocols; Lieutenant Commander Cheryl Peterson, a nurse with the Indian Health 
Service, is deployed to care for victims of a natural disaster; Lieutenant Commander Phillip Woods provides dental care for minimum 
and medium security inmates using state-of-the-art equipment at Bureau of Prisons facilities in the southwestern United States.
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Enjoy a wealth of Core Benefits:
Competitive starting pay that increases with promotions and 
years of service

Health care and dental care at no cost

Tax-free housing and meal allowances

Thirty days of paid vacation per year—beginning the first 
year

Paid sick leave

Paid maternity leave

Paid Federal holidays

Malpractice insurance coverage

A retirement plan with benefits eligibility beginning after 20 
years of service

Thrift Savings Plan—retirement savings and investment plan 
similar to a 401(k) 

Low-cost life insurance

Low-cost health care for your family

Additional Benefits Include:
Paid moving expenses when you join the Corps and 
relocation expenses if and when you change jobs

Paid expenses for travel related to your job

Access to military base lodging and recreational facilities

Shopping privileges at military base grocery and department 
stores

Veterans Affairs benefits, such as home loans, burial 
allowances, and survivor and disability benefits.
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“In my first 5 years in the Commissioned Corps, I’ve 
fulfilled two main aspects of our mission. I’ve served as 
part of the health safety net for uninsured patients in 

the inner city and I participated in the disaster response 
to hurricanes Katrina and Rita at the Joint Field office in 
Baton Rouge, LA. And now I’m headed to Nigeria to provide 

oversight for the Centers for Disease Control and 
prevention’s global AIDs program. I can’t wait to see 
what the next 5 years in the Corps bring!”

— lieUtenant commander nancy KnigHt
       U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, Physician, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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put Your health-Related Training    
Into practice
With the Corps, you can:

Advance your career with varied experiences in diverse 
agencies and programs
Expand your knowledge base and enhance your professional 
training—tuition assistance and long-term training 
opportunities may be available 
Have time for family and friends with 30 days of paid 
vacation plus paid holidays 
Enjoy generous benefits and retirement payments that begin 
immediately when you retire, regardless of age
Take advantage of opportunities to pursue life in hundreds of 
geographic locations

Join America’s public health Team
The Commissioned Corps has jobs for highly skilled men and 
women who seek professional fulfillment, enjoy challenges, and 
want to improve the quality of public health for the Nation’s 
neediest communities. For information about how you can make 
a difference with the Commissioned Corps, call us at 
800-279-1605 or visit our Web site at www.usphs.gov.
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As one of America’s Health Responders, Commander Lisa Mathis, a pediatrician, provides medical care to a patient after being deployed 
to the site of a major public health emergency.
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